
It is tournament time in Northwest Ohio 
(and Northeast Ohio for some).  Welcome 
to Trail Trash and the Swami for our 
thirty-second year.  Thank you to our 
loyal (and not so loyal) readers.  Your 
support is greatly appreciated. 
 
Let me cut to the chase.  I really dislike 
the expansion to seven divisions.  Too 
many divisions.  Division I is too small 
with just sixty-four teams.  In the Central 
District, Lancaster (seeded seventeenth 
out of twenty-two teams) is in a district 
final without playing a game.  Limiting 
Division II to sixty-four teams probably 
makes the least amount of sense in a 
poorly thought-out proposal.  Ridiculous.  
128 teams in D1 with six divisions would 
have made much more sense.  Why isn’t 
D2 in football limited to a smaller number 
of teams similar to how D1 is handled?   
Why is it just a basketball issue?  Who 
influenced that decision?  Please do not 
tell me that seven is reasonable because 
football has seven divisions.  Apples and 
oranges.  More schools have basketball 
plus every team gets to participate in the 
tournament, so why not just go to eight or 
twelve divisions.  Regardless of the 
number of divisions and how they are 
divided, the reality is that somebody will 
always be the biggest and somebody will 
be the smallest.  Will everybody be 

happy?   No.  Is it 
fair?  No.  But to 
implode something 
that worked is asinine. 
 
I understand that more teams will get the 
opportunity to participate at the regional 
or state level.  The downside with such a 
significant increase from four to seven 
divisions is a watered-down product.  IF 
there was really a need for expansion, do 
it gradually and get it right.  And this was 
the best solution?  At least it is not about 
the money.  Or so we are told. 
 
With just the championship games being 
played at the University of Dayton, the 
state finals will take place on Friday 
(3/21) and Saturday (3/22).  The good 
news is there are no Sunday games.  The 
fourteen state semifinal games will be 
played March 14-16 at sites to be 
determined.  That includes four games on 
Sunday.  Bummer.  According to the 
OHSAA, the Executive Director will 
determine semi-final pairings after the 
regional championship games are 
completed to minimize travel.  Where the 
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state semifinal games are held will be interesting.  It 
very likely will include some of the venues that are 
being used for the regional tournaments.  What also 
will be interesting is the kind of vibe in the arenas.  
Will it feel like a state tournament game or another 
regional game?  I would guess the latter.  We will 
still have a final four for each division but that is in 
name only.  With the state semifinal games being 
played all over the place, we will not have a state 
tournament.  That is gone. 
 
With the additional week added in for the state 
semifinals, the regular season was shortened a week 
for those schools not in D1 or D2.  It did not help that 
the football playoffs concluded on their latest date 
ever, December 7.  Excellent planning by our friends 
in Columbus.  Throw in some winter weather and a 
large number of teams will be unable to get in a full 
twenty-two game schedule.  There will be a handful 
of regular season games played during the first week 
of the tournament around Northwest Ohio.  The 
majority will involve D1 and D2 teams. 
 
 
With the beloved MaxPreps RPI now being used for 
the seeding process, the time has come in Northwest 
Ohio to seed all teams in each division rather than by 
the individual district.  This will result in more travel 
for tournament games, but that is already happening 
with the elimination of neutral sites for sectional 
games, the increase in the number of divisions, and 
shipping the D1 schools to the Northeast District.  
Make it happen NWDAB. 
 
In looking at the brackets, we will still have 80 
sectional games in Northwest Ohio.  That is down 
from 107 in 2024.  With the increase in the number 
of divisions, sectional championships become a 
meaningless statistic.  There are no sectional games 
in either D1 or D2. 
 
In conference news, Liberty-Benton will be joining 
the Northern Lakes League for the ’26-’27 school 
year as part of the NLL’s Cardinal Division.  LB had 
already announced plans to leave the Blanchard 
Valley Conference at the end of the ’25-’26 school 
year, and the addition will give the NLL six teams in 
each of its divisions.  There are more conference 
changes on the horizon (when was the last time we 
didn’t say that?) with news on changes in the 
Sandusky Bay Conference and Northern 10 coming 
very soon. 
 

The Ohio Prep Sports Media Association Poll aka the 
AP Poll never made an appearance this basketball 
season.  There were only eleven voters on the final 
poll in 2024 so it was probably time. 
 
Time to break out the ouija board and go to the picks. 
 

 
 

DIVISION I 
 
Whitmer and Perrysburg have been assigned to the 
Northeast District.  The Northeast District is not 
using neutral sites for district semifinal games with 
the higher seed hosting.  The two Lakewood district 
winners will join the two district winners from Akron 
North for the regional at Kent State.  Cleveland St. 
Ignatius is the overall top seed. 
 
LAKEWOOD DISTRICT:  Cleveland St Ignatius is 
the top seed.  Perrysburg is the #6 seed out of 
seventeen teams and hosts a district semifinal game.  
Perrysburg starts four sophomores.  If #9 Cleveland 
Heights had not jumped on the bracket, would it have 
been Whitmer?  Perrysburg and Whitmer split a pair 
of close games with the game at Perrysburg ending 
with 19.7 seconds remaining after a melee.  
Perrysburg and Whitmer both have just one loss in 
the NLL Buckeye. 
 
District Semifinals – Lakewood St. Edward over 
Elyria; Perrysburg over Cleveland Heights 
 
District Final – Lakewood St. Edward over 
Perrysburg 
 
AKRON NORTH DISTRICT:  Brunswick, 
Strongsville, and Massillon Jackson are the top seeds.  
Whitmer is the #10 seed and will make the short 145-
mile trip to Mentor.  Win and make the 141-mile trip 
to Akron.  Whitmer has three starters back from their 
2024 state semifinal team including Antione West Jr 
(Purdue) and Makhi Leach (Bowling Green).  The 
Panthers have faced a challenging schedule while 
dealing with a series of injuries, illness, suspensions, 
and dismissals.  Will this Whitmer team finally gel in 
the tournament? 
 
District Semifinals – Toledo Whitmer over Mentor; 
Brunswick over Cleveland Max Hayes 
 
District Final – Brunswick over Toledo Whitmer 
 



DIVISION II 
 

The D2 district winners will travel to Elida (long 
road trip for Lima Senior) for the regional where they 
will face the two winners from the Southwest 
District.  Cincinnati Winton Woods is the top team in 
the district that will meet the Fostoria winner while 
Kings Mill Kings appears to be the top team from the 
district set to face the Lake winner. 

 
TOLEDO CENTRAL CATHOLIC DISTRICT:  #3 
St. John’s Jesuit and #4 Toledo St. Francis are the top 
seeds.  SJJ and St Francis finished in the bottom half 
of the eight-team Catholic High School League out of 
Detroit.  The league features three of the five top 
teams in D1 in Michigan.  Findlay had their first 
losing season since ’98-’99. 
 
District Semifinals – Toledo St. John’s Jesuit over 
Findlay; Toledo St. Francis over Sylvania Northview 
 
District Final – Toledo St. John’s over Toledo St. 
Francis 
 
FOSTORIA DISTRICT:  #1 Lima Senior and #2 
Anthony Wayne are the top seeds.  Lima Senior 
returned three starters and their top sub along with 
two players returning from injuries including Jekel 
Cotton (Detroit Mercy).  Throw in transfer Willie 
Foster from LCC and it is not surprising that Lima is 
one of the top D2 teams in Ohio.  The Spartans won 
the Toledo City League championship knocking off 
Start.  Lima’s only losses were at Whitmer and at 
Lima Shawnee.  Kind of surprised Anthony Wayne 
went this route. 
 
District Semifinals – Lima Senior over Toledo 
Waite; Anthony Wayne over Toledo Start 
 
District Final – Lima Senior over Anthony 
Wayne 
 

DIVISION III 
 
District winners in D3 will go to the regional at 
the University of Toledo with the Liberty-Benton and 
Lake winners in one semifinal and the Willard and 
North Royalton winners in the other.  Lutheran West 
is the top seed at North Royalton and the overall #3 
seed in the Northeast District.  An overconfident 
Lutheran West team headed west a year ago and met 
their match falling to Shelby in a regional final. 

 

LIBERTY-BENTON DISTRICT:  Lima Shawnee 
and Defiance are the top seeds at LB.  In fact, they 
were the only two teams above .500 at the draw.  
Shawnee is the WBL champion.  Shawnee’s only 
losses were in overtime to LCC back in November 
and at Delphos St. John’s.  The Indians recently beat 
Lima Senior by double digits.  Shawnee rallied late to 
beat Defiance in overtime in their regular season 
meeting. 
 
Sectional Finals – Lima Shawnee over Toledo 
Bowsher; Defiance over Celina; Wapakoneta over 
Springfield 
 
District Semifinals – Lima Shawnee over Bowling 
Green; Defiance over Wapakoneta 
 
District Final – Lima Shawnee over Defiance 
 
LAKE DISTRICT:  Toledo Central Catholic and 
Sylvania Southview are the top seeds.  Central 
Catholic finished in 4th place in the Detroit Catholic 
High School League, but lost in the first round of the 
league tournament.  Southview is the NLL Cardinal 
champion going undefeated in division play.  Rogers 
has a win at Southview. 
 
Sectional Finals – Fremont Ross over Toledo Scott; 
Toledo Rogers over Oregon Clay; Sylvania 
Southview over Toledo Woodward 
 
District Semifinals – Toledo Central Catholic over 
Fremont Ross; Sylvania Southview over Toledo 
Rogers 
 

District Final – Toledo Central Catholic over 
Sylvania Southview 
 
WILLARD DISTRICT:  Lexington and 
Mansfield Senior are the top seeds.  
Lexington won a 3rd straight OCC 
championship while Sandusky captured a 4th 
straight SBC Lake title.  Sandusky has a win 
over Lexington, Mansfield Senior has a win 
over Sandusky, and Lexington swept its two 

games with the Tygers.  The Minutemen, like Lima 
Shawnee, passed on the bye that would’ve taken 
them to the district semifinals.  Should be an 
entertaining district. 
 
Sectional Finals – Lexington over Mansfield 
Madison; Mansfield Senior over Norwalk; Sandusky 
over Tiffin Columbian 
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District Semifinals – Lexington over Ashland; 
Sandusky over Mansfield Senior 
 

District Final – Lexington over Sandusky 
 

DIVISION IV 
 
The regional tournament will be held at Bowling 
Green’s Stroh Center.  The Findlay district winner 
will play the North Ridgeville district winner while 
the Clay district winner will play one of the district 
champions from Otterbein University.  Youngstown 
Ursuline is the top seed at North Ridgeville and the 
overall #3 seed in the Northeast District.  Jonathan 
Alder, Heath, and London are the top seeds on the 
bracket at Westerville.  D4 in Northwest Ohio is not 
overly strong. 

 
FINDLAY DISTRICT:  Elida and Upper Sandusky 
are the top seeds at Findlay.  Elida finished in the 
runner-up spot in the WBL losing only to Shawnee.  
Shelby returned one starter and the top sub from their 
2024 D2 state semifinalist while Ottawa-Glandorf 
returned one starter from their 2024 D3 state 
semifinalist.  OG will finish the regular season with a 
losing record for the first time in twenty years. 
 
Sectional Semifinals – Van Wert over Kenton; 
Ontario over Clear Fork 
 
Sectional Finals – Elida over Van Wert; Lima Bath 
over St. Marys; Upper Sandusky over Ontario; 
Ottawa-Glandorf over Shelby 
 
District Semifinals – Elida over Lima Bath; Ottawa-
Glandorf over Upper Sandusky 
 
District Final – Elida over Ottawa-Glandorf 
 
CLAY DISTRICT:  Otsego and Bellevue are the top 
seeds.  Otsego took home the NBC crown with an 
overtime win over Genoa in the season finale.  
Otsego’s losses were to Evergreen and at Genoa.  
Bellevue and #4 seed Clyde went over to Otsego’s 
side of the bracket and away from #3 Perkins.  
Bellevue swept their two games with Perkins.  
Brayden Olson became Clyde’s career scoring leader 
breaking the record previously held by Lucas Messer. 
 
Sectional Semifinals – Vermilion over Port Clinton; 
Bryan over Maumee; Clyde over Rossford 
 
Sectional Finals – Perkins over Vermilion; Wauseon 

over Napoleon; Bellevue over Bryan; Otsego over 
Clyde 
 
District Semifinals – Perkins over Wauseon; 
Bellevue over Otsego 
 
District Final – Perkins over Bellevue 

 
DIVISION V 

 
District winners will head to the regional at 
Mansfield Senior where they will meet the district 
winners from Mount Vernon Nazarene.  Undefeated 
Columbus Academy is the top team from the district 
that will meet the Lakota winner while Columbus 
Africentric and Columbus Bishop Ready are the top 
teams from the district set to face the Napoleon 
winner.  Northwest Ohio teams will have their work 
cut out 

 
NAPOLEON DISTRICT:  Tinora and Swanton are 
the top seeds.  This district is a real crapshoot with 
several teams having a legitimate shot at winning the 
title.  Tinora and Paulding share the GMC crown 
with Wayne Trace each with one conference loss.  At 
the start of the season, I would have predicted either 
#8 seed Liberty Center or #9 seed Emmanuel 
Christian (assuming Nate Miles wins his appeal) as 
the eventual district champion. 
 
Sectional Semifinal – Liberty Center over Emmanuel 
Christian 
 
Sectional Finals – Liberty Center over Tinora; 
Eastwood over Delta; Archbold over Swanton; 
Paulding over Lake 
 
District Semifinals – Liberty Center over Eastwood; 
Archbold over Paulding 
 
District Final – Archbold over Liberty Center 
 
LAKOTA DISTRICT:  Margaretta and Liberty-
Benton are the top seeds.  There are three really good 
teams in this district.  Margaretta is the SBC Bay 
champion.  The Polar Bears won their first eighteen 
games before losing to Canton Central Catholic.  
Liberty-Benton is the BVC champion losing only to 
Perrysburg and Patrick Henry.  Genoa was edged out 
for the NBC title with the loss to Otsego in overtime.  
Liberty-Benton handled Genoa easily back in 
December but expect a much closer contest when 
they meet in the tournament. 
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Sectional Semifinal – Fostoria over Willard 
 
Sectional Finals – Huron over Fostoria; Margaretta 
over Oak Harbor; Liberty-Benton over Edison; 
Genoa over Galion 
 
District Semifinals – Margaretta over Huron; Liberty-
Benton over Genoa 
 
District Final – Liberty-Benton over Margaretta 
 

DIVISION VI 
 

The regional tournament will be held at Bowling 
Green State University.  District winners from Old 
Fort and Ontario will meet in one semifinal with the 
winners from Defiance and Elida in the second game.  
The Wapakoneta district winner will head south for a 
regional semifinal at Vandalia Butler.  Troy Christian 
and Miami Valley Christian are the top teams in the 
district that will face the Wapak winner.  That 
regional final will be played at Wright State. 

 
DEFIANCE DISTRICT:  Patrick Henry and 
Evergreen are the top seeds.  Patrick Henry finished 
undefeated in the regular season for the first time 
since the ’72-’73 team went 18-0.  PH is one of four 
undefeated teams (D3 Miami Trace, D4 Columbus 
Academy, and D7 Russia are the others) in the state 
heading into the tournament.  The Patriots won their 
first outright NWOAL title since 2007. 
 
Sectional Finals – Patrick Henry over Antwerp; 
Fairview over Hicksville; Van Buren over Ayersville; 
Evergreen over Elmwood 
 
District Semifinals – Patrick Henry over Fairview; 
Evergreen over Van Buren 
 
District Final – Patrick Henry over Evergreen 
 
OLD FORT DISTRICT:  Mohawk and Ottawa Hills 
are the top seeds.  Mohawk’s only losses were to 
Colonel Crawford with both games decided in 
overtime.  #4 seed Toledo Christian is the TAAC 
champion finishing ahead of #2 seed Ottawa Hills 
and #3 seed Maumee Valley.  TC and OH split 
regular season overtime games.  Karter Koester 
became Toledo Christian’s career scoring leader in 
early January.  Koester has scored over 1,500 career 
points. 
 
Sectional Semifinal – Mohawk over Northwood 

Sectional Finals – Mohawk over Woodmore; Toledo 
Christian over Carey; Ottawa Hills over Hopewell-
Loudon; Maumee Valley Country Day over Lakota 
 
District Semifinals – Mohawk over Toledo Christian; 
Maumee Valley Country Day over Ottawa Hills 
 
District Final – Mohawk over Maumee Valley 
Country Day 
 
ONTARIO DISTRICT:  Colonel Crawford and 
Ashland Crestview are the top seeds.  Colonel 
Crawford is the N10 champion.  Crawford’s only loss 
was in the season opener at Ashland Crestview.  
Crestview had control of the Firelands Conference 
before a late season swoon.  Justice Thompson 
became Crestview’s career scoring leader breaking 
the record set in 1965. 
 
Sectional Semifinal – Western Reserve over Wynford 
 
Sectional Finals – Western Reserve over Mansfield 
Christian; Colonel Crawford over New London; 
Ashland Crestview over Bucyrus; Monroeville over 
Seneca East 
 
District Semifinals – Colonel Crawford over Western 
Reserve; Ashland Crestview over Monroeville 
 
District Final – Colonel Crawford over Ashland 
Crestview 
 
ELIDA DISTRICT:  Lima 
Central Catholic and Convoy 
Crestview are the top seeds.  
This is a really good district 
with seven of the eight teams 
at or above .500 at the time of 
the draw.  LCC and Crestview 
are top ten teams statewide in 
D6.  Columbus Grove shares 
the Northwest Conference 
title with Spencerville yet is only the #4 seed.  All 
three teams seeded above Grove are from the 
Northwest Conference.  #5 seed Wayne Trace was 
part of a three-way tie at the top of the GMC. 
 
Sectional Finals – Convoy Crestview over 
Lincolnview; Columbus Grove over Riverdale; Lima 
Central Catholic over Ada; Bluffton over Wayne 
Trace 
 
District Semifinals – Convoy Crestview over 
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Columbus Grove; Lima Central Catholic over 
Bluffton 
 
District Final – Convoy Crestview over Lima Central 
Catholic 
 
WAPAKONETA DISTRICT:  Spencerville and 
Marion Local are the top seeds.  Spencerville is the 
Northwest Conference co-champion.  The Bearcats 
started the season with a school-record fourteen 
consecutive wins before losing at Columbus Grove.  
Marion Local handed Spencerville their other loss.  
Marion Local’s only losses were at Delphos St. 
John’s and at Russia.  Baylen Blockberger scored a 
school-record 43 points in Coldwater’s win over 
Upper Scioto Valley.  That broke the previous record 
from 1966. 
 
Sectional Finals – Spencerville over Lima Perry; 
Coldwater over Parkway; Marion Local over Allen 
East; St. Henry over New Bremen 
 
District Semifinals – Spencerville over Coldwater; 
Marion Local over St. Henry 
 
District Final – Spencerville over Marion Local 

 
DIVISION VII 

 
Regional semifinal games will be played at Elida 
with the Ontario and Old Fort district winners 
meeting in the first game followed by the Defiance 
and Elida district winners.  The regional final will be 
played at Bowling Green as part of a tripleheader.  
The district winner from Shelby will head east 
(there’s never been any reason) to Barberton to face 
the Smithville district winner.  Warren JFK looks like 
the best team at the Berkey. 

 
BRYAN DISTRICT:  Pettisville and Montpelier are 
the top seeds.  Pettisville, Montpelier, and Edon share 
the BBC title with one league loss.  The Blackbirds 
beat the Locomotives, the Locomotives beat the 
Bombers, and the Bombers beat the Blackbirds.  
There are no better nicknames in Northwest Ohio.  
Maybe.  Might want to throw in Stockaders, 
Whippets, and Truckers. 
 
Sectional Semifinal – North Central over Fayette 
 
Sectional Finals – Pettisville over North Central; 
Edon over Hilltop; Montpelier over Cardinal Stritch; 
Edgerton over Stryker 

District Semifinals – Pettisville over Edon; Edgerton 
over Montpelier 
 
District Final – Pettisville over Edgerton 
 
ELIDA DISTRICT:  Miller City and Ottoville are the 
top seeds.  Kalida is the PCL champion.  Ottoville 
went over to Miller City’s side of the bracket at the 
draw.  Holgate is the only team in Northwest Ohio 
still looking for their first win of the season.  Tough 
district to call with the PCL teams beating up on each 
other.  Pandora-Gilboa’s Mike Lee recently earned 
career win #400.  Congratulations Coach Lee. 
 
Sectional Semifinal – Continental over Cory-Rawson 
 
Sectional Finals – Miller City over Continental; 
Ottoville over Leipsic; Kalida over Holgate; Fort 
Jennings over Pandora-Gilboa 
 
District Semifinals – Miller City over Ottoville; Fort 
Jennings over Kalida 
 
District Final – Miller City over Fort Jennings 
 
LIMA SENIOR DISTRICT:  Delphos St. John’s and 
Minster are the top seeds.  Delphos St. John’s is the 
MAC champion.  DSJ has wins over Lima Shawnee 
and Marion Local.  The only losses on the season for 
the Blue Jays were to Spencerville and Convoy 
Crestview in overtime.  Cameron Elwer became the 
career scoring leader for St. John’s breaking the 
record held by Alan Kortokrax since 1982.  Elwer, a 
junior, is approaching 2,000 career points.  
Ridgemont has clinched a share of the NWCC title 
for the first time in thirteen years.  Minster is a top 
ten team statewide. 
 
Sectional Semifinal – New Knoxville over 
Waynesfield-Goshen 
 
Sectional Finals – Delphos St. John’s over New 
Knoxville; Upper Scioto Valley over Lima Temple 
Christian; Minster over Hardin Northern; Ridgemont 
over Delphos Jefferson 
 
District Semifinals – Delphos St. John’s over Upper 
Scioto Valley; Minster over Ridgemont 
 
District Final – Delphos St. John’s over Minster 
 
FOSTORIA DISTRICT:  Old Fort and Tiffin Calvert 
are the top seeds.  Old Fort is the SBC River 

(Continued after Division IVBrackets) Page 6 



champion going undefeated in the league with 
Calvert right behind them.  Old Fort’s only losses 
were at Colonel Crawford in the season-opener and at 
Margaretta.  Calvert and Arlington are top ten D7 
teams statewide along with Old Fort. 
 
Sectional Semifinals – Old Fort over Fremont St. 
Joseph; Arcadia over North Baltimore 
 
Sectional Finals – Old Fort over McComb; 

Gibsonburg over New Riegel; Tiffin Calvert over 
Arcadia; Arlington over Vanlue 
 
District Semifinals – Old Fort over Gibsonburg; 
Arlington over Tiffin Calvert 
 
District Final – Arlington over Old Fort 
 
SHELBY DISTRICT:  Norwalk St. Paul and 
Sandusky St. Mary are the top seeds.  St. Paul was 
the only team in the district with a winning record at 
the draw while Plymouth was at .500.  Sandusky St. 
Mary was the #2 seed despite a 7-12 record at the 
time of the draw.  St. Paul is the Firelands 
Conference champion.  This district is a poster child 
for not increasing the number of divisions. 
 

Sectional Semifinal – Mansfield St. Peter’s over 
Lucas 
 
Sectional Finals – Norwalk St. Paul over Mansfield 
St. Peter’s; Buckeye Central over South Central; 
Sandusky St. Mary over Crestline; Plymouth over 
Danbury 
 
District Semifinals – Norwalk St. Paul over Buckeye 
Central; Sandusky St. Mary over Plymouth 
 
District Final – Norwalk St. Paul over Sandusky St. 
Mary 
 
That wraps it for now.  All facts, figures, errors, and 
omissions are those of the Swami.  We still have to 
figure out how to approach the second edition.  
Brackets are courtesy of Mr. David Spengler and 
davey1.com. 
 
Fame is a vapor, popularity is an accident, riches take 
wings.  Only one thing endures and that is character.  
Stay safe and rock on. 
 
 

THE HISTORY OF DAVEY1.COM 
 
During the summer of 2004 Dave Spengler 
and Dave Sigler sat down and talked about 
wanting to do something to promote boys high 
school basketball in Northwest Ohio.  At first we 
didn't know exactly what we wanted to do, but 
since we were both fans of the game we knew 
that we wanted to do something.  Then we 
decided to do schedules and scores, and create a 
website, Davey1.com, where they could be 
found.  But how many?  Should we do just one 
league, or a group of leagues?  We decided on an 
ambitious project to include all schools in the 
Northwest District of the Ohio High School 
Athletic Association.  For those unfamiliar, today 
that's approximately 170 teams.  It was quite an 
undertaking.  
Every season Dave and Dave work closely 
together to keep our schedules and game scores 
accurate and up-to-date.  During the 2018-2019 
season our database included 2,075 games 
involving Northwest Ohio teams, and we 
provided a score for each of those games.  More 
than one person is required to keep all of this 
information organized and complete. 
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“The Publisher,” an original drawing by Kent 
Lincoln. 
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In the early days there was much more work 
involved to obtain the schedules we 
needed.  Dave Spengler would contact the 
schools by sending a letter, sometimes through 
the postal service and sometimes via fax, to each 
school (head coach or athletic director) to get 
their boys varsity basketball schedule.  Each year 
the response rate increased, and more recently 
we're able to find some of the  schedules we 
need  on the web.  However, every year, in 
September we send out e-mail requests to all 
head coaches requesting that they submit their 
schedule directly to us.  Many respond, yet some 
still do not.  We still persist and somehow find 
every schedule we need. 

When the first schedules were published (2004-
2005 season), for Northwest Ohio on 
Davey1.com, there was a schedule of games for 
each school, arranged alphabetically by league, 
and the name of the school.  That's all you got. 

During the 2006-2007 season we added team 
nicknames, and we also added a notation so that 
you would know whether a game had overtime 
periods.  That may sound simple, but in the early 
years there was no way to know whether 
overtime periods happened or not. 

Then in 2007-2008 we added to each schedule 
the OHSAA Division that each school competed 
in (1 through 4).  That gives the fans information 
about the relative size of each school.  In another 
section of the site is the enrollment numbers for 
each school that the Ohio High School Athletic 
Association uses to determine these divisions. 

Another addition to the information we provide 
occurred during the 2008-2009 season when the 
name of the head coach was added to each 
schedule.  But we weren't done yet. 

The 2009-2010 season included the addition of 
the Sectional Site where each team would play 
their first OHSAA tournament game.  Because of 
changes made by the OHSAA to their 
tournament drawing procedure this was changed 
to the District Tournament Site during the 2014-
2015 season. 

One of Dave Spengler's favorite additions, that 
he developed just before the 2010-2011 season, 
was the addition of hyperlinks for each teams 
opponents so that you could easily switch 
schedules just by clicking on the opponents 
name.  You would then jump immediately to that 
schedule. 

At the beginning of the 2012-2013 season we 
enhanced our listing of League Standings so 
that they are ordered in the proper way to see 
which team finished at the top of their respective 
league.  Another major improvement. 

As each season has come and gone we have kept 
all of our schedules archived so that they can be 
viewed all the way back to the 2004-2005 season, 
creating an extensive history for each 
school.  We believe there is no other single place 
where our readers can find this kind of 
information presented for each team. 

One of the popular features found on the 
website is Trail Trash.  It is The Swami's 
commentary and predictions for the OHSAA 
boys basketball tournament in Northwest 
Ohio.  The first edition includes predictions for 
the Sectional and District Tournament, and the 
second edition includes The Swami's 
commentary and predictions for the Regional 
Tournaments throughout all of Ohio and the State 
Basketball Tournament.  It is known that the 
Trail Trash has been used by coaches to motivate 
their teams when the Swami has chosen them to 

lose a tournament game.... 

Issues of the Trail Trash on the website go back 
as far as 2000. 

Alongside Trail Trash are the Boys Tournament 
Brackets.  These brackets are available as far 
back as the 2000 tournament.  They include all 
Sectional and District games played in Northwest 
Ohio, and all Regional Tournament and State 
Tournament games played throughout the entire 
state.  We're proud of the archive of information 
that we've built over the years. 

There is also the Davey1 Hall of Fame, honoring 
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boys teams that have been undefeated during the 
regular season.  This feature goes back as far as 
our schedules, to the 2004-2005 season. 

We also include the OHSAA Divisional 
breakdowns, showing which division each 
team was in going back to the 2007-2008 
season. 

Be sure to check out some of the other 
features of our site that we haven't mentioned 
here. 

Dave and Dave have also developed a 
network of contacts that they use to gather 
information to help them keep Davey1.com 
up-to-date and accurate.  It is these people 
that we have met over the years including 
coaches, athletic directors, other media 
people, and fans that have kept us motivated 
to keep doing what we do to promote boys 
high school basketball in Northwest 
Ohio.  We value these friendships 
tremendously. 

We hope you continue to enjoy our coverage 
of boys high school basketball in Northwest 
Ohio. 
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